
THE LAST THREE MONTHS OF 1988 WERE THE DRIEST ON RECORD IN SHANGHAI, CHINA. 
PRIOR TO 1988, THE DRIEST YEAR FOR THIS PERIOD WAS 1887 WHEN 30mm (1.18 inches) OF 
precipitation’ WAS OBSERVED. SHANGHAI RECEIVED 9.1mm (0.36 inches) FOR THIS PERIOD 
OF 1988, ONLY 6% OF NORMAL FOR FURTHER DETAILS OF THE DRYNESS IN EASTERN ASIA, 
SEE THE SPECIAL CLIMATE SUMMARY IN THIS BULLETIN. 
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This Bulletin is issued weekly by the Climate Analysis Center and is designed to indicate, in a brief, con- 
cise format, current surface climatic conditions in the United States and around the world. The Bulletin 
contains; 

Highlights of major global climatic events and anomalies. 

U.S. climatic conditions for the previous week. 

U.S. apparent temperatures (summer) or wind chill (winter). 

Global two-week Temperature anomalies. 

Global four-week precipitation anomalies.. 

Global monthly temperature and precipitation anomalies. 

Global three-month precipitation anomalies (once a month). 

Global twelve-month precipitation anomalies (every 3 months). 

Global temperature anomalies for winter and summer seasons. 

Special climate summaries, explanations, etc. (as appropriate). 


Most analyses contained in this Bulletin are based on preliminary, unchecked data received at the Center 
via the Globa! Telecommunication System. Similar analyses based on final, checked data are likely to dif- 
fer to some extent from those presented here. 


To receive copies of the Bulletin or change mailing address, write to: 

Climate Analysis Center, W/NMC53 
Attention: Weekly Climate Bulletin 
NOAA, National Weather Service 
Washington, DC 20233 
Phone; (301) 763-8071 





GLOBAL CLIMATE HIGHLIGHTS 

MAJOR CLIMATIC EVENTS AND ANOMALIES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1988 

[Approximate duration of anomalies is in brackets] 


Northwestern Canada, and Eastern Alaska : 
ABNORMALLY MILD WEATHER PERSISTS. 

Unusually mild conditions, with temperatures approaching 
15.5°C (27.9°F) above normal, were reported in the region 
[3 weeks]. 

2. Argentina : 

DRYNESS REMAINS. 

Little or no precipitation fell in northern Argentina during 
the past week as very dry weather continued [27 weeks]. 

3. Central Europe : 

WETNESS DIMINISHES. 

Light precipitation, generally less than 17.0 mm (0.67 inches), 
was reported in the region last week as wet weather eased 
[Ending at 5 weeks]. 

4. Qm!^: 

COLD SPELL CONTINUES. 

Cold weather prevailed over much of Greece with 
temperatures as much as 6.3°C (11.3°F) below normal [3 
weeks]. 


5. 

UNUSUAL SNOWSTORM. 

Heavy snow, up to 30.5 cm (12 inches), fell in Jordan, 
Israel, and Lebanon as a rare winter storm struck the area 
[Episodic Event]. 

6. SMda: 

MILD CONDITIONS LINGER. 

The late autumn and early winter mild regime, with 
temperatures reaching 18.6°C (33.5°F) above normal, 
persisted across Siberia [12 weeks]. 

7. lamD,.jni E a s-te r n. Q h ina: 

RAINS BRING RELIEF. 

Heavy precipitation, up to 226.8 mm (8.93 inches), eased 
the dryness in Taiwan and on the southeastern coast of 
China; however, little or no precipitation was reported in 
the interior of southeastern China last week [14 weeks]. 

8. Australia : 

WET SPELL PROLONGED. 

As much as 171.2 mm (6.74 inches) of rain occurred in 
parts of Queensland with lesser amounts observed elsewhere 
in Australia as the wet weather pattern continued [9 weeks]. 


(NOTE; Text precipitation amounts and temperature departures are this week’s values). 



Approximate locations of the major anomalies and events described above are shown on 
this map. See other maps in this Bulletin for current two week temperature anomalies, 
four week precipitation anomalies, longer term anomalies, and other details. 
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UNITED STATES WEEKLY CLIMATE HIGHLIGHTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 25 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1988. 


Winter storms occurred in northern Utah and the 
western Great Lakes. Heavy snow, up to 24 inches, 
fell in eastern Salt Lake City and a foot of snow 
paralyzed Chicago's O’Hare Airport. Las Vegas reported 
snow on the ground. A strong cold front brought very 
high winds to the Middle Atlantic States. 

According to River Forecast Centers, heavy 
precipitation (up to 16 inches) occurred on the Pacific 
Northwest coast and the Coastal Range from northern 
California to Washington (see Table 1). Record 
precipitation for one day, 2.70 inches, was obsen/ed 
in Astoria, Oregon. Heavy precipitation (up to 5.3 
inches) also fell in the south central states from 
Louisiana northeastward to eastern Tennessee and 
southwestern Indiana. The greatest rainfall amounts, 
over 4 inches, fell in northeastern Louisiana and west 
central Mississippi. Moderate precipitation was 
observed in the Cascades and the northern Sierra 
Nevada, across the eastern Plains from North Dakota 
and eastern Texas to Ohio and Michigan and from 
southern Louisiana to North Carolina. Little or no 


precipitation fell across southern California, most of 
the Intermountain Region and High Plains, and the 
East Coast from Florida to New England. 

A deep trough of low pressure anchored over the 
Rockies continued to bring unseasonably mild air to 
most of the East and Southeast. Unusually warm 
weather, with temperatures 6°F or more above normal 
occumed across the southeastern United States where 
several stations broke or tied daily maximum 
temperature records. The greatest positive temperature 
departures occurred in central Florida and in southern 
Mississippi and southeastern Louisiana (see Table 2). 
Further north, temperatures averaged up to 28°F 
above normal as mild weather persisted in Alaska for 
the fourth consecutive week. Below normal 
temperatures dominated the western half of the country 
and the northern Plains. The greatest negative 
departures (around 15°F) were reported in most of 
Nevada and adjacent parts of Utah, Oregon, and 
Idaho (see Table 3). 


TABLE 1. Selected 

stations with 

two or more inches of 

precipitation 

for the 

week. 


Station 

Amountfinl Station 

Amount! In) 

Hilo/Lyman, HI 

9.48 

Jackson, TN 

2.67 

McComb, MS 

5.44 

Chattanooga, TN 

2.59 

Meridian, MS 

4.90 

Columbus AFB, MS 

2.57 

Quill ayute, WA 

4.45 

Adak, AK 

2.51 

Greenwood, MS 

4.04 

Memphis NAS, TN 

2.47 

Monroe, LA 

3.92 

Port Arthur, TX 

2.34 

Astoria, OR 

3.72 

Meridian NAS, MS 

2.32 

North Bend, OR 

3.31 

Knoxville, TN 

2.28 

Yakutat, AK 

3.15 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

2.22 

Montgomery, AL 

3.12 

Blytheville AFB, AR 

2.18 

Muscle Shoals, AL 

3.06 

Crossville, TN 

2.18 

Huntsville, AL 

2.89 

Valdez, AK 

2.17 

Eureka, CA 

2.88 

Shreveport, LA 

2.14 

Columbus, GA 

2.86 

Jackson, MS 

2.14 

Olympia, WA 

2.83 

Palacios, TX 

Evansville, IN 

Cape Girardeau, MO 

2.06 

Memphis, TN 

2.80 

2.04 

England AFB, LA 

2.75 

2.03 

Paducah, KY 

2.73 

Kodiak, AK 

2.02 

Jonesboro, AR 

2.68 

Tacoma/McChord AFB, WA 

2.01 
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TABLE 3. Selected stations with temperatures averaging 9.0°F or more BELOW 
normal for the week. 


Station 


TDeoNml AvoTfOpi 

Station 

TDeoNml 

AvqT( 

Burns, OR 


-16.4 

9.8 

Salt Lake City, UT 

-10.5 

17.9 

Ely, NV 


-15.9 

8.6 

Daggett, CA 

-10.5 

37.0 

Elko, NV 


-15.7 

8.5 

Havre, MT 

-10.3 

5.1 

Winnemucca, 

NV 

-15.1 

14.1 

Rapid City, SD 

-10.2 

13.1 

Cedar City, 

UT 

-14.7 

14.7 

Bozeman, MT 

-9.9 

9.3 

Boise, ID 


-12.9 

17.2 

Farmington, NM 

-9.9 

19.4 

Glasgow, MT 


-12.4 

-0.1 

Tucson, AZ 

-9.7 

41.1 

Miles City, 

MT 

-12.2 

5.4 

Grand Forks, ND 

-9.6 

-3.8 

Pocatello, 

ID 

-12.2 

12.3 

Casper, WY 

-9.6 

14.2 

Reno, NV 


-12.2 

19.0 

Bi 1 1 i ngs , MT 

-9.6 

14.7 

Redding, CA 


-11.8 

34.3 

Denver, CO 

-9.6 

21.2 


T 

-11.5 

8.0 

Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ 

-9.5 

40.3 



-11.5 

-0.5 

Burley, ID 

-9.2 

18.1 



-11.3 

9.5 

Prescott, AZ 

-9.2 

26.7 



-11.2 

-1.2 

Imperial, CA 

-9.2 

45.6 



-10.6 

4.0 

Jamestown, ND 

-9.1 

-0.3 



-10.6 

7.1 

Helena, MT 

-9.1 

11.6 



-10.5 

5.1 
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Cold air penetrated the Intermountain West and continued to Invade the north 
central states. Wind chills below -45®F occurred in east central Nevada and in 
North Dakota, eastern Montana, northwestern South Dakota, and northeastern 
Wyoming. 
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UEEKLY TDTPL HEPTIMG DEGREE-DAYS 

DEC E5-31 , . 198S 
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DAILY HOD- 65 -AugT, but if HOO< 0 , HDD - 0 ^^ 
(e.g. AugT «50 T, HDD -15 
AugT -70 F, HDD- 0 ) 

BASE TEMPERATURE 65 F 


0\ O' 


SHADED AREAS BEOLOU 300 HDDs 


Heating usage remained relatively low in the Southeast where milder weather 
prevailed (top); however, weekly heating demand increased sharply in the West 
(bottom) as colder air invaded the region. 




UEEKLY DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL HDD 

DEC as -31, 1988 


BfiSE TEMPERftTURE 65 F 


HATCHED AREAS ABOtJE NORMAL 
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SPECIAL CLIMATE SUMMARY 
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